Council Meeting

August 14, 2012
Chancellor Center
President Robert Walker called the regular semi-monthly meeting of Newtown Borough Council to order at 7:00 P.M. on Tuesday, August 14, 2012.  Mr. Walker asked those in attendance to join him in a moment of silence, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
Present:  Councillors Auerweck, Burke, Machion and Walker; Mayor Dennis O’Brien and Solicitor William J. Bolla.  Councillors King and Warren were excused.
Police Report for July – Chief Anthony Wojciechowski
Chief Wojciechowski presented the July police report, noting that there were 129 traffic stops during the month.  Under funding from the State, officers conducted roving DUI patrols.  In addition, the police department added patrols in response to complaints of speeding, particularly in the 500 block of Washington Avenue, Frost Lane, Edgeboro Drive and North Lincoln Avenue, which resulted in stop sign violations, but none for speeding.
Mayor’s Report – Dennis O’Brien
The Mayor reported that the police department wished to hire an additional part-time police officer.
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Walker, seconded by Councillor Machion, and carried unanimously, to follow the recommendation of Mayor O’Brien and Chief Anthony C. Wojciechowski and hire, at will, Eric Freas, as a non-civil service part-time police officer, pending completion of his background investigation, subject to the day-to-day supervision of Chief Wojciechowski or the officer in charge in the absence of Chief Wojciechowski, at a starting salary of $17.00 per hour, effective August 15, 2012.

Mayor O’Brien asked Harry and Becky Betz to come forward to present their plans for a Scarecrow Contest on State Street.   Mr. Betz proposed, in conjunction with the window-painting contest, to have families build scarecrows attached to the light poles on State Street.  The event would take place on October 20, 2012, and the scarecrows removed by the Sunday following Halloween. They said that they hoped Sycamore Street also participates. Council asked that the scarecrows be attached securely, but without damage to the light poles and not impede the sight distance at the intersections. Council was very supportive of the idea.
Mayor O’Brien reported that filming of The North Star took place at the Newtown Theatre today and he apologized to anyone inconvenienced by the project.  For more information on the film, www.thenorthstarmovie.com
He announced that the sale of the old traffic lights netted The Newtown Library Company $1035.00.

Amendments to the Agenda
Mr. Walker reported that when Council discussed the purchase of signage at the Work Session, a motion was not required since the funds were coming from the Operating Budget, and therefore, previously approved.  After speaking with Treasurer Pat Ours, she indicated that the money would come from Liquid Fuels and, therefore, a motion was required.
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Machion, seconded by Councillor Burke, and carried unanimously, to award the contract for the purchase of replacement traffic signage to the low bidder, Scott’s All Seasons, for the price of $16,600 and to authorize the Borough Treasurer to charge the expense against the Borough’s Liquid Fuels budget.

President’s Report

Mr. Walker reminded the public of the Bucks County Household Hazardous Waste Collection on August 18, 2012, at Quakertown High School and on August 25, 2012, at the Bucks County Technical School in Fairless Hills.  Both collections are from 9 A.M. – 3 P.M.
Public to be Heard
Paul Salvatore asked Council if they made a decision regarding the waiver of 2012 Fourth of July parade fees.  In response to Mr. Walker’s question, Mr. Salvatore said that Newtown Township did not charge any fees. 
2012 Fourth of July Parade

Mr. Burke commented that he felt parades benefit the community as a whole and made the following motion.
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Burke, seconded by Councillor Auerweck, and carried unanimously, to waive the fee for police services for the 2012 Fourth of July parade.
Community Parades

Mr. Walker reminded Council of the parade discussion at the last Work Session and noted that the Police Committee discussed the subject at their meeting today.  
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Machion, seconded by Councillor Auerweck, and carried unanimously, that the Borough pays the costs for police staffing for the following Borough parades:  the Memorial Day Parade, the Fourth of July Parade, the Mayor’s Halloween Parade, the Chanukah Parade and the Christmas Parade.
Presentation of Minutes
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Burke, seconded by Councillor Machion, and carried unanimously, to approve the July 10, 2012, Council minutes.
COMMITTEE REPORT
Budget & Finance – Robert Walker & Charles Machion
Consolidated Report

· A motion was duly made by Councillor Machion, seconded by Councillor Walker, and carried unanimously, to accept, subject to audit, the consolidated expenditure report for the month of July 2012 totaling $118,462.33. 

The 2013 Budget Schedule, with attached financials, was distributed to Council and Mr. Walker reminded Council members to work with their committees and look at the expenses year-to-date.  

Personnel Committee – John Burke

· A motion was duly made by Councillor Burke, seconded by Councillor Machion, and carried unanimously, to appoint Lauri Tyler to the Recreation Board for a 5-year term through December 31, 2016.
Mr. Burke announced that there were still openings on HARB, EAC and Recreation Board.
Traffic Management Committee – Charles Machion

Mr. Machion thanked Bob Walker for the idea to use car magnets, Mike DiFiori for designing the magnets and Paul Salvatore and his daughter for distributing the Pace Car for Safety posters to Borough businesses.

With regard to the magnets, the Committee will deliver one magnet to each household and if individuals wish to purchase additional magnets, the cost will be $1/each.  

· A motion was duly made by Councillor Machion, seconded by Councillor Auerweck, and carried unanimously, to purchase 1000 car magnets in the yellow color at a price not to exceed $800.
Solicitor’s Report – William J. Bolla
After revisiting the New Borough Code, Solicitor Bolla recommended that the 2012 Fee Schedule be approved by Resolution rather than motion. 
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Auerweck, seconded by Councillor Machion, and carried unanimously, to adopt Resolution 08-14-12, the 2012 Newtown Borough Fee Schedule.
Old Business
Mr. Burke announced that the Human Relations Commission recently met and will be focusing on training opportunities.
New Business
There was no new business.

Public to be Heard 
No one wished to be heard at this time.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:40 P.M.
Respectfully submitted,
Marcia M. Scull

Borough Secretary
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