
Council Work Session
June 6, 2012
Council Chambers
The regular monthly Work Session of Newtown Borough Council was called to order at 7:00 P.M. on Wednesday, June 6, 2012, by President of Council Robert Walker. 
Present were Councillors Auerweck, Burke, King, Walker and Warren; Mayor O’Brien; Solicitor Bolla and Engineer Canales.  Councillor Machion was excused.
Amendments to the Agenda

Mr. King asked to add discussion of the tabled HARB COA to the agenda.
Public to be Heard
There was no one who wished to be heard at this time.
Engineer’s Report – Mario Canales

Mr. Canales reported that the South Elm Avenue mill/overlay project is ready to put out for bid.  The PennDOT municipal services representative told Mr. Canales that PennDOT would not require the Borough to upgrade the curb ramp at the Washington and S. Elm Avenue intersection. 
Mr. Walker asked the engineer about the storm sewer outlet problem on Frost Lane and if Newtown Township agreed to help correct the problem.   Mr. Canales responded that the township engineer did not feel that it was their responsibility, since the Borough was the one who installed the storm sewer, but she suggested that someone from Council speak to the Township Supervisors. 

Mr. King referred to the engineer’s letter regarding requirements for the NPDES permit and asked if these were all new requirements.  Mr. Canales explained that many of the requirements are pre-existing, but there are additional requirements that would involve more time and possibly more money.
Newtown Borough Website – Mayor O’Brien

Mayor O’Brien explained that the new Borough website is operational, but still a work-in-progress.  There had been an issue with the domain name, boro.newtown.pa.us,  and some additional domain names have been added, i.e. newtownborough.org and boroughofnewtown.com. It will be an interactive website, but at this stage, it is strictly informational. 
Shade Tree Commission – Perry Warren
Mr. Warren reported that Ted Schmidt is working on a tree inventory of N. Lincoln Avenue trees and the objective is to have a full tree inventory by Fall.  The Shade Tree Commission raised the issue of tagging trees in the right-of-way that require trimming.  The Solicitor will review the Ordinance, but he does not believe that would be a problem.  Mr. Walker suggested speaking to Scott Dengler regarding the minimum height requirement for access of equipment and trucks under the trees.
The other issue is the replacement of trees next to The Brick Hotel on N. State Street.  Although the property owner does not want to take responsibility for trees at that location, Council could require the planting of trees and require the owner to maintain them.  The State Street Beautification Fund would purchase the trees.  Mr. Burke pointed out that the proposed trees are much smaller and slower growing than the one that previously fell at that location and perhaps the owner might react differently based on that fact.  Mr. Walker asked Council to consider the matter and make a decision at the next Council meeting.
Streets, Lights & Properties – Robert Walker & Perry Warren

Mr. Walker announced that Scott Dengler [Scott’s All Seasons] would begin work on replacement of stop signs to meet the reflectivity standards required by the Federal Government. 
Budget & Finance – Robert Walker & Charles Machion
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Walker, seconded by Councillor Auerweck, and carried unanimously, to approve the Professional Services invoices for the month of May 2012.
Traffic Committee 

Mr. Walker reported on the recommendation of Mr. Machion to combine the Traffic Committee and the Long Term Parking Committee into a Traffic Management & Parking Committee.  Council received a copy of a letter that the Committee wants to send to residents in the community, enlisting their help in setting an example for drivers and informing them about increased enforcement of regulations.  Council agreed to send the letter.
Fee Schedule – Lawrence Auerweck

Mr. Auerweck said the fee schedule is not yet ready for discussion, but should be ready for the August Work Session agenda.

Solicitor’s Report – William J. Bolla

After discussion with Stan Kadish at SEPTA, Mr. Bolla is looking for direction from Council regarding what they would like to do with the SEPTA lot.  SEPTA would like to enter into a license agreement instead of a lease for use of the property.  Speaking for the Recreation Board, Mr. Burke suggested keeping it very simple and utilizing residents with landscape background to improve the look of the property.  

Steeple View is in the process of re-working their plans and arrangements are being made to use Terry Clemmons as the Solicitor for the Zoning Hearing Board [because of a conflict of interest with Craig Smith as the current Zoning Hearing Board solicitor].
Old Business

Mr. King discussed the tabled COA for 129 N. State Street.  While at the HARB meeting, Mr. Charlton originally agreed to replace the chimneys, but after further consideration, he realized that cutting through the new roof to install new chimneys would be very expensive and might negate his warranty for the roof.  As a result, he wrote a letter to Council asking that he not be required to replace them.  
Mr. King recommended that the application be returned to HARB to have the Board revisit the application.  The Joint Historic Commission approved the demolition as an emergency case and felt there was no historic significance for the chimneys.  Mr. Woldorf said that Mr. Charlton assured the Commission that the chimneys were no longer functioning and therefore unsafe.   A formal motion returning the application to HARB will be made at the June 12 Council Meeting.
New Business
Mr. Burke asked what Council would require of the Recreation Board to establish a volleyball league.  The Solicitor voiced concern about liability issues and suggested that an individual rather than the Recreation Board set up a league.  That would avoid the liability concerns for the Borough.  
Mr. Walker reminded Council of the joint meeting with Newtown Township on June 21, 2012, at 7 PM at the Township Municipal Building.  He asked Council to submit a list of topics or questions to Supervisor Gallagher prior to the meeting.
Public to be Heard
Ted Schmidt asked about liability issues regarding the railroad tracks.  Mr. Bolla said that the tracks are on the SEPTA property and they are insured, and landscaping by the Borough would not create any additional liability.  
The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 P.M.
Respectfully submitted,

Marcia M. Scull

Borough Secretary
ATTENDEES

Julia & Warren Woldorf
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