Council Work Session
May 2, 2012
Council Chambers
The regular monthly Work Session of Newtown Borough Council was called to order at 7:00 P.M. on Wednesday, May 2, 2012, by President of Council Robert Walker.
Present were Councillors Auerweck, Burke, King, Machion, Walker and Warren; Mayor O’Brien, Solicitor Bolla and Engineer Canales.  
Amendments to the Agenda

Mr. Auerweck removed discussion of the 2012 Fee Schedule from the agenda. Councillor Burke added the Girl Scout Silver Award to the Recreation Board report.
Public to be Heard
There was no one who wished to be heard at this time.
Eagle Scout Project – Preston Shieh

Boy Scout Preston Shieh presented his Eagle Scout project to Council.  The project includes installing a new 20’ flagpole at Pickering Field with an 8’ diameter patio and a 3’ wall.  The existing flagpole is obscured by large trees and will be removed.  Mr. Shieh will install solar lighting, with consideration given to not creating lighting issues for nearby residents.  With regard to the project timeframe, Mr. Shieh plans to install the flagpole before Memorial Day, with completion of the patio/wall by the end of June.  There will be adult supervision throughout the project.  Council voiced support for his project and wished him well.
Engineer’s Report – Mario Canales

Mr. Canales updated an estimate for milling and overlaying of South Elm Avenue, which resulted in an approximate $10,000 increase since the last estimate.  Although municipalities are supposed to upgrade handicapped ramps to current code when doing street construction/millage & overlay, PennDOT advised Mr. Canales that they would not require it.  The corner of S. Elm Avenue and Washington Avenue would be very difficult and costly to upgrade because of the various poles, utilities, manholes, and inlets that exist at that corner.  Solicitor Bolla noted that if the ramps are not defective, only non-compliant, then the liability is not that great.  If the ramps are defective, that could create a liability issue.  Mr. Walker commented that the Borough has $161,000 in Liquid Fuels money available for the project. He suggested that both he and Mr. Warren look at the ramps and determine whether they should be included in the bid for the project.  If the ramps are included in the bid, it could take approximately two months to prepare the bid because of survey and design work.   Mr. Canales felt that the Borough could wait another year before repairing South Elm, if Council wished to wait.  
Mr. Canales provided Council with the new requirements for the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit.  This permit requires that small municipal storm sewer systems develop, implement, and maintain a comprehensive stormwater management program and provide funding and staffing to meet those requirements.   

With regard to the Goodnoe expansion project, Mr. Canales reported that the engineers for the project reduced the flows and were modifying their outlet structure, with more controls on existing outlet structures.  There are plans for an additional seepage pit on the Borough side and the preliminary plans require zoning relief and then review by the Township Planning Commission.
Perennial Garden - Girl Scout Project – Elissa Adams

Girl Scout Elissa Adams explained her troop’s plans for planting a perennial garden at Brian S. Gregg Memorial Park.  The girls plan to use bricks as pathways and border and the ongoing maintenance of the garden will be the responsibility of the Scouts.  Ron Fesmire has agreed to advise the Girl Scout Troop about the plantings.  Ms. Adams said they were considering having individuals buy the bricks and personalize them.  Council supported the project.
Report of the Mayor – Mayor O’Brien

· Police Car Purchase
Council had previously deferred purchase of a new police car, but since one of the current vehicles needs significant repair work, Mayor O’Brien asked Council to consider making the purchase now.  The Dodge Charger has replaced the Crown Victoria police cars purchased in the past.
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Burke, seconded by Councillor Machion, and carried unanimously, to purchase a police car at a cost not to exceed $24,500.
      Special Event Applications
· Dash for Joe – June 17, 2012, from Noon-2 PM (In support of Prostate Cancer Research)
There were questions regarding the Special Events Application for Movies in the Park.  Mayor O’Brien questioned why the Recreation Board did not want to use the area behind the Newtown Theatre for the movies, and Mr. Burke said that one concern is that the area is gravel, not grass.  In addition, there was concern about bothering the neighbors at that location.  Council will discuss the Special Events Application for Movies in the Park at the Council Meeting on Tuesday and the Mayor will speak to Recreation Board members prior to that meeting.
Newtown Corporation – John Burke

Mr. Burke and Newtown Township Supervisor Chairman Mike Gallagher discussed the future of the Newtown Corporation.  Plans are to move the Newtown Corporation office to the Newtown Township Municipal Building and have the new Township Manager serve as the Executive Director.  This would enable the Newtown Corporation to seek grants toward economic development for the entire Newtown community.  A major focus and mission going forward will be economic development, but the changes will require amending the current Newtown Corporation by-laws.
Recreation Board – John Burke

· Peaceable Kingdom Tot Lot Swing
Mr. Burke explained that after examination by a manufacturer’s representative, the representative determined that in order to repair the swing, the swing set should be removed, new footings poured, rebar installed for stability and the swing set re-installed.  It appears that teenagers using equipment geared for toddlers caused the damage. Council discussed signage and having the police enforce the age requirement.  Mr. King suggested reminding the Town Watch group to monitor the park, calling the police, if necessary for enforcement.
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Burke, seconded by Councillor Machion, and carried unanimously, to have General Recreation, Inc. remove and re-install the toddler swing set [at the Peaceable Kingdom Playground] at a cost not to exceed $2500.
Streets, Lights & Properties – Robert Walker & Perry Warren
Mr. Walker noted that the following items were budgeted and previously approved, therefore did not require motions.  He asked Council for consensus to start the following projects:  painting of Borough Hall and the Police Station, replacement of roof for police department shed and back section of Borough Hall, street sweeping, storm drain cleaning/repairs, restriping/painting of crosswalks, pre-purchase of bulk salt and replacement of 124 stop signs with the required retro-reflective signs.
Budget & Finance – Robert Walker  & Charles Machion
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Machion, seconded by Councillor Auerweck, and carried unanimously, to approve the Professional Services invoices for the month of March 2012.
Solicitor’s Report – William J. Bolla

Mr. Bolla said that the Engineer inspected the Lucas Ltd., Inc. property and reported that all improvements are satisfactory.  Council can now approve release of funds from the Letter of Credit.

Lucas Ltd. Inc.

· A motion was duly made by Councillor Burke, seconded by Councillor Auerweck, and carried unanimously, to release the remaining funds from the Letter of Credit for the Lucas Ltd., Inc. Land Development project.
Phillips Court
Mr. Bolla reported that the Engineer reviewed the final plans for Phillips Court and there are outstanding items to be addressed before the release of any escrow funds.  The developer advised Mr. Bolla that railings have been ordered but not installed and a meeting is being scheduled for the end of next week with all interested parties.  After that meeting, Mr. Bolla will speak to the president of the Phillips Court Homeowners Association and then advise Council of what action they should take.
Steeple View LP

Steeple View LP postponed the Conditional Use Hearing indefinitely and the developer is working on new plans, which are still not complete.  The plans will address concerns raised by Council and the Planning Commission.  The new plans will reduce residential density, increase the amount of open space, add more offices that are commercial, provide for better vehicular and pedestrian circulation within the development and within the parking garage, and provide space, if the Borough chooses, for a new police department.  To address the concern about losing Borough parking, the new plan will provide enough spaces to offset the lost spaces.  Mr. Bolla is in the process of obtaining appraisals for the Borough owned properties that are under consideration as part of this project and he will report to Council regarding the procedure to follow.  
The Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board wants to relocate the existing Newtown State Store in order to be larger and more customer-friendly.  To accomplish this, the developer would combine three lots in the proposed Steeple View LP development plan into one lot on a temporary basis through a sub-division/land development process.  This land would eventually be included within the completed [TND] development.  The developer is requesting that the Borough permit them to proceed with contemporaneous filing of a preliminary/final land development plan and at the same time seeking relief/variances for the project by submitting an application to the Zoning Hearing Board, which would assist in streamlining the total process.  Mr. Walker suggested having Allan Smith and his associates present this plan at the next Council meeting.  Mr. King voiced concern about rushing the process, but Mr. Bolla assured him that zoning relief is required before proceeding.  
Mr. Auerweck asked if there had been any progress regarding the SEPTA lot.  Mr. Bolla said he is still attempting to make a direct contact with SEPTA.

Old Business

There was no Old Business to be discussed

New Business
Mr. Warren asked about the process for advertising Shade Tree Commission meetings, noting that the time for the next meeting was moved to 6 PM, rather than 7 PM.  Mr. King also asked about the possible change of date for the Joint Historic Commission meeting, since the scheduled May meeting falls on Memorial Day.  The Secretary clarified that she must advertise any new date, but cancelling an already advertised meeting can be accomplished by posting a notice at the Borough office.  
Mr. Walker told Council that the Newtown Township Board of Supervisors would like to schedule a joint meeting with the Borough on June 21, 2012.  The purpose of the meeting is to have Bucks County Commissioner Rob Loughery speak to the boards about issues that might affect both municipalities.  Chairman Gallagher was also hoping to have Lynn Bush, Chairperson of the Bucks County Planning Commission, address the same issues.  
Public to be Heard
Julia Woldorf, representing the Newtown Creek Coalition, reported that Waste Management donated a dumpster for use by the Coalition at their Annual Creek Clean-Up on May 19, 2012.  Ms. Woldorf asked Council to waive the $30.00 dumpster permit fee.
Mr. Walker asked about insurance coverage for the volunteers who would be helping that day.  He voiced concern that since the dumpster will be on Borough property and the volunteers will be working on/along Borough property that there is adequate insurance coverage, since the Coalition is not a committee of the Borough.  Ms. Woldorf explained that everyone who participates that day would sign a waiver of coverage.  Solicitor Bolla said that he would like to see the release that the volunteers sign and copies of those releases should be on file at the Borough.
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Warren, seconded by Councillor Burke, and carried unanimously, to waive the permit fee for the dumpster for the Newtown Creek Coalition’s Clean-up Day, contingent on Solicitor approval of the release form.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 P.M.
Respectfully submitted,

Marcia M. Scull

Borough Secretary
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