NEWTOWN BOROUGH PLANNING COMMISSION

MEETING MINUTES

October 1, 2012
In attendance were members Mark Craig, Sue Bannon, Debbie Donofry, Paul Snyder, Paul Salvatore, Karen White, Warren Woldorf and Borough Council Liaison, Larry Auerweck.  
Call to Order
Chairman Craig called the meeting to order at 7:02 P.M. 
Old Business

Review of Proposed Sign Ordinance Revisions
Chairman Craig distributed a summary of proposed changes to the ordinance, which included three major areas of discussion:  allowing of flags, banners, and portable signs (with restrictions).  Revisions included:

· Expansion and redefinition of portable signs, government flags or insignia, decorative flags, and banners

· Removal of signs on wheels.

· Further detail for portable signs, including applicability, times of use, place, design and management of

Decorative signs were discussed.  It was noted that the wording in the ordinance was minimal, due to the difficulty in defining what words would be allowable, i.e. would “antiques” or “nails” be allowed.

Mr. Salvatore suggested that “open” and “sale” be the only two allowed words on decorative signs, with approval by Borough Council required for all other wording.  The Commission agreed.
The Commission that the number of times a year that a banner could be posted by an organization should be at the discretion of Borough Council, and recommended that the time limit for display of a banner be 30 days.

Under Portable Signs:  It was noted that the sign ordinance applies to the allowance of portable signs particularly in the town center; B-2 is not included, as it is zoned mixed use.  It was clarified that a single portable sign is allowed for each building; multiple businesses in the same building would need to share.  Only one portable sign can be displayed at a time.  Mr. Woldorf suggested that if a banner is on display at a location, no portable sign could be displayed in addition.

In Section 2, a (4): Applicability: “decorative flag” was deleted from the list of signs not allowed to be displayed with other signs.

In Section 2, b (3): Times of Use and Placement:  “located in the public right-of-way” was added after “Portable signs.”
In Section 2, c (3):  Design and Management:  “Portable signs” was changed to “Framing.”

It was noted that the minimum sidewalk allowance in the Borough is 48.”  It was suggested that the variable message area of a portable sign be limited to 70%.

Mr. Woldorf will prepare the proposed revisions for Council to review.
Other Business
The Commission discussed the need for adequate time for them to review zoning issues, to then subsequently allow sufficient time for Council to review the Commission’s recommendations – all within the time limitations for review.  Maureen will send her thoughts regarding the Zoning Hearing Board process.  Didn’t catch who Maureen is and to whom she is sending her thoughts
Chairman Craig reported that, at their last meeting, Borough Council proposed changes to the lighting ordinance.  The Borough had previously approved lighting at the Toll Brothers development. When a property owner who lived nearby subsequently installed the same light, the engineer then determined that the light was not allowed, that only certain types of lights were allowed in the Borough.  Council has changed the language in the ordinance to remove the specifics of the light sources.
Mr. Salvatore made a motion that the Planning Commission support Council’s adoption of the amendment to the exterior lighting ordinance.  Ms. White seconded the motion, which was approved unanimously by the Commission.
New Business

Review of Progress Toward Comp Plan
Mr. Woldorf said that the suggestion had been made that the Planning Commission split up primary responsibilities when reviewing the Comp Plan.  Chairman Craig said that it was appropriate for the Commission to assess how the Borough is moving towards the Comprehensive Plan and report back to the Borough.  Chairman Craig said the Commission would review the updated Plan.
Approval of September 10, 2012 Meeting Minutes
Mr. Woldorf reported several changes:  
· Page 1, 7th paragraph under Discussion of revisions to sign ordinance: change “contact” to “contacted”.

· Page 2, 3rd paragraph:  change “advised” to “advise”

· Page 2, 5th paragraph:  change “aloud” to “allowed”

· Page 4, 9th paragraph:  change “wears” to “wares”

· Page 6, under Adjournment:  change “Salvatore” to “Craig”
Mr. Woldorf made a motion to approve the minutes from September 10, 2012 as amended.  The motion was seconded by Mrs. White and passed unanimously. 
Public Comment – There was no public comment.
Adjournment
On a motion from Ms. White, and without objection, the meeting was adjourned at 8:42pm.
The next regular meeting is scheduled for Monday, November 5, 2012 at 7:00 P.M.  At this meeting the Commission will assess the progress of the Comprehensive Plan.
Respectfully submitted,

______________________

Leslie P. Dunleavy
Recording Secretary
Newtown Borough Planning Commission
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